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HOD'S MESSAGE
Welcome to the April 2017 issue of this IT Newsletter!

In the pursuit to enrich students’ learning experience while maximizing the use of enhanced quality and flexible 
resources, the department made an initiative to conduct an Open Educational Resources (OER) workshop in the 
month of April that brought together researchers, decision-makers, and academicians to discuss the opportuni-
ties, challenges, and sustainability of OER. Also in the same month, the representatives from the Quality Depart-
ment, Ministry of Manpower had conducted Quality Audit in the department which is a positive exercise for a 
continuous quality improvement. Moreover, IT staff who made exemplary achievements received 
recognition in the College Level. Other key areas had also been focused in this newsletter issue 
such as Student Development, Staff Development, Industry Visits, Workshops, etc.

I am always thankful and optimistic of the sustained support and cooperation of the staff, 
students, college administrators, industry linkages, and other stakeholders. 
Truly, working together creates a significant breakthrough of success!

Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily
Head of IT Department

w w w . h c t . e d u . o m
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The workshop was divided into three (3) sessions, 
namely: Presentation Session, Open Panel Discussion, 
and Practical Workshop Session. Four (4) presentations 
were conducted by academic staff members from the 
IT Department, Applied Sciences Department of HCT, 
and a presentation from the Nizwa College of Technolo-
gy. 
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The Department of Information Technology, 
Higher College of Technology (HCT), conduct-
ed a workshop entitled “The Use of Open Edu-
cational Resources (OER) to Enhance the Quali-
ty of Teaching and Learning” on 20 April 2017. 
This was under the patronage of respected Dr. 
Sheikh Al Khatab bin Ghalib Al Hanai, Vice-Pre-
mier of the State Council, and Dr. Muna bint 
Salim Al Jordaniya, Undersecretary for Techno-
logical and Vocational Training, Ministry of Man-
power. The workshop was spearheaded by the 
College Dean, Dr. Khalid Abdulaziz Ambusaidi, 
and Head of IT Department, Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily. 

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
WORKSHOP AT HCT

The aim of the workshop was to bring together 
researchers, decision-makers, and academi-
cians to discuss the opportunities and challeng-
es of Open Educational Resources (OER). The 
OER offers an array of educational resources 
that support open and broad access to knowl-
edge. It is a tool used by HCT to enhance teach-
ing and learning. In line with this, several studies 
from different areas were conducted to mea-
sure the effectiveness of OER implementation in 
HCT.      

The Open Panel Discussion was participated in by differ-
ent personalities from various industries and the aca-
deme as follows: Professor Salah Al-Majed, Deputy 
Head of Systems Engineering Department at MTC 
Oman  and a Senior Member of IEEE, Sheikh Abdulla bin 
Issa Al Rawahy, Former Chief Strategy Officer of Ooredo 
and the Former CEO Omantel, Dr. Ali Mohammed 
Al-Lawati, Senior Manager of Cooperate Governance 
and Strategy-Oman Broadband Company, Mr. Omar 
Al-Harthy, Project Manager of Idlal Startup, Dr. Abdullah 
Al-Abri of the Petroleum Development Oman, and 



I T NEWSLETTER

P a g e  2  o f  6  |  V o l . 1 , I s s u e  0 8 ,  A p r i l  2 0 1 7

[Continued from page 1]

It has been noted that OER has a strong potential 
in enriching the teaching-learning process in 
terms of open access to knowledge. However, 
the panel members identified educational 
content, infrastructure, the support of government 
and other sectors, and resources as the main chal-
lenges. To address these challenges, the partici-
pants of the workshop were encouraged to be 
involved in the OER advocacy as this will not only 
be beneficial to HCT but other institutions as well. 
***

Dr. Eduardo Lacap, Mathematics Lecturer of HCT. 
The gist of the panel discussion was on the chal-
lenges and opportunities of OER. 

Model Employees AY2016-2017
Awarded in the College Level
Pursuant to the Staff Recognition System of the College, 
it is the department’s honor and privilege to have five 
(5) IT Staff who had been awarded during the College 
Staff Recognition Ceremony AY2016-2017 held last April 
12, 2017 in the HCT College Auditorium. The said award-
ing ceremony was under the auspices of the College 
Dean, Dr. Khalid Abdulaziz Ambusaidi.  

Below is the list of awardees:
• Dr. Eduardo M. Lacap, Jr. (Math Lecturer)
• Mr. Gregorio Dela Cruz (IT Lecturer, Database Special
    ization)
• Mr. Mohammed Al-Bahri (IT Lecturer, Internet and E-Se
   curity Specialization)
• Ms. Shaima Al-Amri (IT Lecturer, Internet and E-Security 
   Specialization)
• Ms. Mercy Claravall (IT Lecturer, College Debar Com
   mittee)



The Networking Specialization had conducted a 
practical workshop on the use of Packet Tracer v7.0 
and Arduino UNO Board with the theme “Exploring 
Emerging Technologies for innovative ideas in the 
21st Learning and Teaching Environment” last April 27, 
2017 in N417, HCT. The main objective of the workshop 
is to provide additional skills and training for IT Staff 
particularly Networking Section lecturers in order to 
learn the emerging technologies and utilize these 
new teaching tools as an innovative ways of deliver-
ing course concepts. The first part of the workshop 
dealt on Packet Tracer v7.0 (Creatlon) where lectur-
ers were taught on how to create/ innovate ideas on 
various IoT connected things using the simulation 
software. PTv7.0 is the latest packet tracer simulation 
software released ny CISCO systems which incorpo-
rates IoT components, coding and interfacing. 
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Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily, Head of IT Department, once 
said “Let all be encouraged to deliver with high level 
of excellence, and let us aspire to reach bigger goals 
and higher targets. Let us recognize our own perfor-
mance and improve upon it. I hope inshallah that 
many deserving staff do get this award and recogni-
tion in the near future, considering the current limita-
tions in numbers.” ***

Arduino Board: IoT Workshop

[Continued from page 2]
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Auditors from QD, MINISTRY

The external auditors from the Quality Department 
of the Ministry of Manpower, namely Dr. Nida 
Mallare and Dr. Bennet Ebenezer, conducted an 
audit in the IT Department  last April 11, 2017. The 
team had an objective examination of the activities 
and operations of the department as stipulated in 
the Audit Scope document and provide an inde-
pendent assessment of them in compliance to the 
quality standards.

The following staff from the IT Department were 
available during the audit: Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily 
(Head of Department), Mr. Talib Al-Mahruqi (Head 
of Multimedia Section), and Dr. Amando P. Singun Jr. 
(Quality Assurance Officer). ***            

Dr. Ben George (Software Engineering Lecturer) was 
invited by the Modern College of Business and 
Science, Muscat  last April 12, 2017 to deliver a seminar 
on big data analytics. 

The seminar was delivered among the post-graduate 
students of the said college in order to encourage 
them to perform research projects related to Big data 
analytics. Mr. Balasupramanian (Software Engineer-
ing Lecturer) also participated during the workshop. 

On the other hand, the part 2 of the workshop 
focused on the use of Arduino Board where staff 
were oriented about the basic concepts of electron-
ics and Java Scripting as foundation of understand-
ing IoT connected things.  Staff were tasked to proto-
type several IoT components and develop a code to 
activate various Arduino Projects. The Arduino UNO 
board is a microcontroller board that is commonly 
used for various IoT connected things.

The main facilitators of the event are the certified 
Instructor Trainors of HCT Networking Academy 
(ITC/ASC), namely: Mr. Leopoldo Maglalang Jr., Mrs. 
Praba P. and Mr. Russell L. Diona. Other participants of 
the workshop were the Networking Section Lecturers 
and other lecturers of Software Engineering, Data-
base, Information Systems, and Internet and E-Securi-
ty specializations. 

Mr. Russell L. Diona, one of the main facilitators, said 
“[…] the workshop had paved the way for the IT 
Department, particularly the Networking Section to 
start adopting the new tools that would enhance 
teaching and learning and improve the technical 
know-how of the students. ***

[Continued from page 3] OF MANPOWER VISITED IT DEPT.

difference equation workshop at squ
The workshop entitled “Difference Equations: Mod-
elling and Beyond” was organized by the Sultan 
Qaboos University last April 5, 2017. The workshop 
provided a good opportunity among researchers, 
academic staff, and students to explore the real-life 
applications of difference equations.

HCT-IT staff participated during the workshop, 
namely: Dr.Saad Salam Ahmed (Head of Math Sec-
tion), Dr. Ibrahim Sajath, Mr. Giri Ramadoss, Mr. 
Zulfiqar Zaman, Ms. Eman Rashid Al-Kindi, Dr. 
Dhanasekar, Mr. Shajidmon, Dr. Madhusudhana 
Rao, and Dr. Kamal Kumar. ***

it staff as invited speaker 
in another college
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Global Higher Education Exhibition (2017
A group of IT students and staff had attended the 
Global Higher Education Exhibition that took 
place last April 18-20, 2017 in at the newly built 
Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre, Muscat. 
The exhibition is an annual event which is held 
under the patronage of Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion (MoHE). It had been participated in by a big 
number of visitors, top-notch universities and col-
leges from over various countries.

Under the supervision of Directorate General of 
Technological Education from the Ministry of 
Manpower, Dr.Kauthar Al Khaifi (Information Sys-
tems Lecturer / Head of Community and Social 
Engagement Committee) and Ms. Bashayer 
Al-Ajmi (Information Systems Lecturer) facilitated 
the participation of the following students who 
presented their course projects:
1. Point of Sale by Mohammed Rashid Al-Wahaibi and 
Musaab Maqbol Al-Sahlani - Supervisor Name: Dr. 
Abdulrahiman Shaikh

2. Lost Mandouse Game by Lina al Harthy and Noor 
Nabil Alblushi - Supervisor Name: Mr. Ruel Michale 
Gilbang

3. Omani  TREASURE Game by Bashair Saud Al Hashli  
and Muna Salim AL-Riyami - Supervisor Name: Ms. 
Areej  al-Majid

4. Water Channel Service by Waleed Saleh Said 
Al-Hasani and Mohammed Humaid Mubark Al Rama
- Supervisor: Ms. Shaima Al-Amri

Ms. Bashayer Al-Ajmi, one of the facilitators, said 
that “[…] this platform was a good chance for 
the department’s students to draw their attention 
to the role of the Higher College of Technology 
and the other technical collages plus it helped in 
showcasing the students’ course projects. The 
interaction with the general public had helped in 
communicating with the prospective students 
that soon to be joining the college after gradu-
ating from their schools.” ***

invited it resource speakers:

Staff Development Activities were conducted by 
the HCT Management and Academic Depart-
ments spearheaded by the Office of the Assis-
tant Dean for Academic Affairs last April 18-19, 
2017. The two-day event was participated in by 
teaching and technical staff. Eight (8) IT staff 
were invited as Resource Speakers, namely: 

Dr. Brijesh Jajal , Mr. Farhan Ghafoor, and Ms. 
Ronette S. Rabanal who provided a practical 
session on how to design a website using Web 
Expression; 

Dr. Abdul Rahiman Shaik who demonstrated on 
how to design a mobile application using MIT 
App Inventor; 

Mr. Babusab Nadaf and Mr. Venkatesan Raghav-
endram who offered a workshop on how to 
Design Mobile APP using Android Studio; and

Dr.Saad Ahmed and Dr. Eduardo M. Lacap Jr. 
who presented their research paper entitled 
“Use of Blended and e-Learning in Math Cours-
es”.***

college staff development event
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MENOG 2017ALUMNI CORNER 

I am Asma Al-Riyami, an alumna of the IT De-
partment of Higher College of Technology, who 
graduated with a Bachelor degree in Informa-
tion Systems in 2013. After my graduation, I spent 
for some time trying to figure out what I really 
wanted to do with my career. I bounced into 
being an executive Secretary and assisting 
executives and CEOs for a couple of years in a 
recruitment company. Eventually, I have found 
my passion in Market Research in one of the 
most active companies in Oman called ‘Clarity 
Research & Analysis’ where I am currently the 
Project Manager handling all local company 
operations. It is a challenging job but I am opti-
mistic to land into an executive level position 
before turning 30. I did not have the best GPA 
and was reluctant to studying that much before. 
As a young individual, I handled some talents on 
stage being a stand-up comedian and a little of 
a jam-artist in writing music. 

To the students and fresh graduates, I would like 
to leave words for you to ponder on: “I learned 
that nothing comes easy. Love and live your life 
to the fullest. Everyone will have a breakthrough 
sometime. You just have to find your passion and 
live up to your potential. You do not have to 
know what you want right now but that is the 
beauty of life, discovering yourself. Do not put 
yourself in a box but instead take a full responsi-
bility of your actions. You have to always speak 
up because after some time you will be smart 
about it. Stay blessed. I wish you all in your pres-
ent and future endeavors!” ***

Ms. Asma Al Riyami 

“Find your Passion...”
   Project In-Charge and Manager 
   Clarity Research & Analysis LLC. 

Some IT staff attended the MENOG’17 held at 
the Crown Plaza Hotel, Muscat last April 19-20, 
2017. The interesting topics include: Peering and 
Content, Research and Interconnection, IPv6, 
DNS, etc. 
Mr. Taqueer Safdar (Networking Lecturer) pre-
sented a paper on “User Interference Effect on 
Routing of Cognitive Radio Ad-Hoc Networks. 
The following staff attended the said: Ms. 
Ronette Rabanal, Ms. Juliet Ramos, Ms. Nomilyn 
Cayton, Ms. Shaniba Ibrahim, Dr. Ashish Rastogi, 
Dr. Abdul Rahiman, Mr. Ruel Gilbang, Mr. Grego-
rio Dela Cruz, Mr. Mohammed Furqan, and Mr. 
Mohammed Ibrahim (ETC). ***
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